Songs of Summer
Psalm 73:21-26

Psalm 73:21-26

21 When my soul was embittered,
when | was pricked in heart,

22 | was brutish and ignorant;
| was like a beast toward you.

23 Nevertheless, | am continually with you;
you hold my right hand.

24 You guide me with your counsel,
and afterward you will receive me to glory.

25 Whom have | in heaven but you?
And there is nothing on earth that | desire besides you.

26 My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.



1. When we compare our lives to others, we begin to forget God (vv. 21-22)

When my soul was embittered, when | was pricked in heart, | was brutish and
ignorant; | was like a beast toward you.

Psalm 73:1-3—Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. But as for
me, my feet had almost stumbled, my steps had nearly slipped. For | was envious of the
arrogant when | saw the prosperity of the wicked.

«  “Comparison is the thief of joy.” - C.S. Lewis

2. When we remember God, we regain our hope (v. 23)
Yet | am always with you; you hold my right hand.
. He holds onto us even when we are struggling to hold onto Him.

John 6:66-69 — After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with
him. So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” Simon Peter
answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we
have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”

Matthew 26:69-75 — Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant girl
approached him and said, “You were with Jesus the Galilean too.”But he denied it in
front of everyone: “I don’t know what you’re talking about.” When he had gone out to
the gateway, another woman saw him and told those who were there, “This man was
with Jesus the Nazarene!” And again he denied it with an oath: “I don’t know the man!”
After a little while those standing there approached and said to Peter, “You really are
one of them, since even your accent gives you away.”Then he started to curse and to
swear with an oath, “I don’t know the man!” Immediately a rooster crowed, and Peter
remembered the words Jesus had spoken, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me
three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.

3. Everything in this life will come and go, except God (vv. 24-26)

You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me up in glory. Who do |
have in heaven but you? And | desire nothing on earth but you. My flesh and my heart
may fail, but God is the strength of my heart, my portion forever.

. “Counsel” = life now

*  “In Glory” = life then



John 14:1-6 - “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In
my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to
prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. And you know the way to
where | am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?”Jesus said to him, “l am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

e What does it look like in your life right now, to remember God?



