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NOT ALONE

'In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by
the hand of Haggai the prophet: ?“Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor

of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the
people, and say, **Who is left among you who saw this house in its former glory? How do you
see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? *Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the
LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the
land, declares the LORD. Work, for | am with you, declares the LORD of hosts, >according to
the covenant that | made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your
midst. Fear not. ¢For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, | will shake
the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. ’And | will shake all nations, so that
the treasures of all nations shall come in, and | will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of
hosts. 8The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts. °The latter glory
of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts. And in this place | will

give peace, declares the LORD of hosts."”
Haggai 2:1-9

OUR CURRENT SITUATION CAN BE DISCOURAGING (v. 1-3)

2"Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of
Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people,
Haggai 2:2
THREE QUESTIONS
- Who saw Solomon's Temple?
PAnd when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house of the
LORD, "so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the
glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD.
1 Kings 8:10-11
- What do you see now?

- Isn't this pathetic compared to what it used to be?

- What are you currently discouraged about?



TRUST AND OBEY GOD WHO IS NEAR (v. 4-5)

BE STRONG!
Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do

not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:9

See also 1:6-7

2Then David said to Solomon his son, “Be strong and courageous and do it. Do not be
afraid and do not be dismayed, for the LORD God, even my God, is with you. He will not
leave you or forsake you, until all the work for the service of the house of the LORD is

finished.
1 Chronicles 28:20

WORK!
- Sometimes the hardest moment is the first moment.

- Even when it's hard, especially when it's hard, we must trust and obey God!

GOD IS NEAR!
- "Work, for  am with you"
- "My Spirit remains in your midst"
- The reason we can trust and obey is because of God!

- How do you currently need to trust and obey God?

GOD IS FAITHFUL TO FULFILL HIS PROMISE (v. 6-9)

®For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, | will shake the heavens and
the earth and the sea and the dry land. ’And | will shake all nations, so that the treasures

of all nations shall come in, and | will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. éThe
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts. °The latter glory of this house
shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts. And in this place | will give peace,

declares the LORD of hosts."”
Haggai 2:6-9

- God is sovereign

- God is omnipotent



- Therefore God will act on behalf of his people

- The result: "The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of
hosts. And in this place | will give peace, declares the Lord of hosts."

- Glory—The manifestation of God's presence

- Peace—In the Bible, shalom means universal flourishing, wholeness, and delight—a rich
state of affairs in which natural needs are satisfied and natural gifts fruitfully employed,
a state of affairs that inspires joyful wonder as its Creator and Savior opens doors and
welcomes the creatures in whom he delights. Shalom, in other words, is the way things
ought to be.

Cornelius Plantinga, Not the Way It's Supposed to Be, 10

- But what is God's Promise?

»See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they
refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who
warns from heaven. At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised,
"Yet once more | will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”?’This phrase, "Yet
once more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have
been made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. “Therefore let
us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to
God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, #for our God is a consuming fire.

Hebrews 12:25-29

- God's promise is ultimately not for a new, physical temple to be rebuilt.
- God's promise is for His unshakable presence to come into our world and bring peace!

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:14

B Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.”?°The
Jews then said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up
in three days?"?But he was speaking about the temple of his body. ??When therefore
he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they
believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

John 2:19-22

ZAnd | saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings
of the earth will bring their glory into it, *and its gates will never be shut by day—and
there will be no night there. *They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the
nations.

Revelation 21:22-26



- Where are you placing your ultimate hope?
Our current situation can be discouraging, but trust and obey God because he is faithful to his
promises.

- What are you currently discouraged about?

- How do you currently need to trust and obey God?

- Where are you placing your ultimate hope?



