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NEW NORMAL

'In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word
of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor
of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest:?"Thus says the LORD of hosts:
These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD.”*Then the word
of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, #“Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in
your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? °Now, therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts:
Consider your ways. °You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you never have
enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he
who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.
"*Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. 8Go up to the hills and bring wood and
build the house, that | may take pleasure in it and that | may be glorified, says the LORD.
%You looked for much, and behold, it came to little. And when you brought it home, | blew it
away. Why? declares the LORD of hosts. Because of my house that lies in ruins, while each
of you busies himself with his own house. °Therefore the heavens above you have withheld
the dew, and the earth has withheld its produce. "And | have called for a drought on the land
and the hills, on the grain, the new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings forth, on man
and beast, and on all their labors.”

Haggai 1:1-11

CONSIDER WHAT YOU HAVE PRIORITIZED
- "Consider your ways" (v. 5)—Literally "set your heart upon your ways"
- "Think carefully” (NET)
- "Look at what's happening” (NLT)
- "Take a good, hard look" (MSG)
- What were the people to consider?
SThen the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, *Is it a time for
you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins?
Haggai 1:3-4
- "Time has not yet come”
- The people were "cursed” because of their poorly-ordered priorities.
- Blessing & Curse:
""And if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all

his commandments that | command you today, the LORD your God will set you
high above all the nations of the earth. ’And all these blessings shall come upon



you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God.
Deuteronomy 28:1-2

“But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his

commandments and his statutes that | command you today, then all these curses
shall come upon you and overtake you.

Deuteronomy 28:15

- What will you consider?
- What are you prioritizing over God?
- Deep vs. Surface Idols (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods)
- Power: Life only has meaning/l only have worth if | have power and influence over others.
- Control, position, influence, success, strength

. Approval: Life only has meaning/I only have worth if | am loved and respected by

- Relationships, achievements, ethnicity, social circles, appearance

. Comfort: Life only has meaning/I only have worth if | have this kind of pleasure experience,
a particular quality of life.

. Pleasure, health, freedom, excesses, home/vehicles, recreation

. Control: Life only has meaning/I only have worth if | am able to get mastery over my life in
the area of

- Family, finances, protection, religion, safety, future

- What do your current priorities reveal about yourself?

RECONSIDER WHAT YOU SHOULD PRIORITIZE

- "Consider your ways" (v. 7)
- What were the people to reconsider?

8Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that | may take pleasure in it and
that I may be glorified, says the LORD.

Haggai 1.8

- Why were they not being "blessed?”



Religion treats God like a slot machine—put in the coin of good works, pull the handle
and hope for the jackpot.

Anthony R. Petterson, Haggai, Zechariah & Malachi, 63

"For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed

be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and

do them.”""Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The
righteous shall live by faith.” ?But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does
them shall live by them.” 3Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming
a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree"™—"so that
in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might
receive the promised Spirit through faith.

Galatians 3:10-14

- What will you reconsider?
- If God really matters to you, you'll reconsider and alter your priorities.

¥But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you.

Matthew 6:33

%And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. *®This is the great and first commandment.
¥And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. “°On these two
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

Matthew 22:37-40

- How would someone else see that God is the first priority in your life?



