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STRENGTH VS.
WEAKNESS
NO GRAY RESOURCES
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1I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to 
visions and revelations of the Lord. 2I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago 
was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do 
not know, God knows. 3And I know that this man was caught up into paradise—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows—4and he heard 
things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. 5On behalf of this man I will 
boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses—6though if 
I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but 
I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears 
from me. 7So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing 
greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of 
Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8Three times I pleaded 
with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast 
all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me. 10For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

2 Corinthians 12:1–10

WHAT DEFINES YOU? (v. 1–6)

•	 Paul boasts in his weaknesses

21But whatever anyone else dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also 
dare to boast of that. 22Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am 
I. Are they offspring of Abraham? So am I. 23Are they servants of Christ? I am 
a better one—I am talking like a madman—with far greater labors, far more 
imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. 24Five times I 
received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25Three times I was 
beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night 
and a day I was adrift at sea; 26on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, 
danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, 
danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false 
brothers; 27in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and 



thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 28And, apart from other things, 
there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. 29Who is 
weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant?
30If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 31The God and 
Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. 

2 Corinthians 11:21b–31

•	 Paul hasn’t forgotten his strength; it simply doesn’t define who he is.

5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God 
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2:5–11

•	 What defines you—your strengths or your weaknesses?

WHERE IS YOUR POWER? (v. 7–9)

•	 What was this “thorn?”

•	 Physical illness

•	 Psychological Suffering

•	 Opposition

•	 What do we know about the thorn?

•	 It was given so Paul would not be consumed with self-importance

•	 It was given to Paul by the Lord

•	 It was a thorn “in the flesh”

•	 It was a messenger of Satan

•	 It “beat” him repeatedly

•	 Paul pleaded three times for it it to be removed

•	 Paul found power in weakness



•	 “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (v. 9).

•	 Where is your power—in your strengths or in your weaknesses?

WHERE IS YOUR DELIGHT? (v. 10)

•	 “For the sake of Christ then, I am content with weaknesses” 

•	 Weaknesses included abuse, accidents, opposition, bad breaks

•	 Paul delighted in his weaknesses

•	 Paul found delight in his weaknesses because they were an opportunity for Christ 
to strengthen and use him.

•	 “For when I am weak, then I am strong”

•	 Where is your delight—in your strengths or in your weaknesses

WHAT DO YOU VALUE MORE—STRENGTH OR 
WEAKNESS?

•	 What defines you?

•	 Where is your power?

•	 Where is your delight?

In the face of strength, we must pursue weakness—Jesus and his grace.


