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NOW VS. ETERNAL

Human beings like to collect things. Some people collect stamps, trading cards, or
knick-knacks. Other people collect cars or antiques. Part of the enjoyment in collecting
is being able to show off your collection to other people who are interested in the same
hobby and sharing your excitement with people who are close to you.

Sometimes hobbies and collections go beyond what we consider to be appropriate
levels of interest and turn into idols. Any concern is liable to develop into an idol when
we devote too much of our attention to it. Our interests can serve to overtake our
commitment to Christ and replace him in our minds and hearts. Hobbies, collections,
and other things which hold our attention are not inherently bad; their place in
comparison to our relationship with Jesus is what makes them less than worthy.

- What are some of your hobbies or interests that take up some, or a lot, of your
attention?

- How much time do you spend on your hobbies? This is time actually spent engaging
in the hobby, and time that you spend daydreaming and thinking about your hobby.

- Do you think your hobbies or interests cause you to focus more on the now versus the
eternal? Why?

In his most famous sermon, the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages and
challenges his disciples and audience to reflect on what they value and where their
values lie. He begins by discussing treasures.

P"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, “°but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.

IFor where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Matthew 6:19-21

- Jesus is clear about where our focus ought to be. What is the fate of most everything
that we pour our focus into here on earth?



- What is the difference between treasure on earth and treasure in heaven?

- Treasure does not have to be something physical. What are some of the intangible
treasures that we can store up on earth? (Hint: Think about some of the "surface”
idols Pastor Dustin discussed).

Jesus' challenge is clear—our focus in this life should not be on the now but rather the
eternal. While his analogies shift, his point remains in verses 22-24.

2"The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be
full of light, “but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then
the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!
»No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
money.

Matthew 6:22-24

- How do Jesus' two analogies (i.e., eyes and masters) connect with our loyalty to Jesus
and his kingdom?

- Why is divided loyalty a problem, especially for loyalty to Jesus?

- How exclusive is the loyalty and commitment that Christ requires of us?

Again, while Jesus shifts his thought, his main point remains. The challenge of the
now versus the eternal moves beyond our treasures and loyalties; it is also focused on
our thoughts.

>"Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothing? “°Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are



you not of more value than they? 2’/And which of you by being anxious can add a
single hour to his span of life? 2And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, “yet | tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. *°But if God so clothes the
grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will

he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? S'Therefore do not be anxious,
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 'What shall we drink?" or ‘'What shall we wear?' 2 For
the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you
need them all. **But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be added to you.

" Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for
itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

Matthew 6:25-34

- Jesus notes three things that people in his day were anxious and worried about.
What are they?

- In our day and age, what are things on your mind, both good and bad?

- What does Jesus say we should focus our thoughts on first and foremost?

- Practically, what does it look like for you to "seek first the kingdom of God?"

No doubt, valuing the eternal over the now is not easy or simple. The needs and
desires of today are almost always before us. Because these needs and desires are in
the now, we can quickly get distracted away from the eternal. Nevertheless, if we follow
Jesus, our focus should be on the eternal.

- What are your treasures? Where is your loyalty? What are you thinking about? Take
time to identify 1-2 elements in each of these questions.



- As you reflect on the tension between living for the now versus living for the eternal,
what emotions are stirred up within you? What does this tell you about the tension?

What is one action step you need to take now to value the eternal over the now?



