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RIGHT RELATIONSHIP

If you have spent any amount of time in a church setting or been around Christians much,

you have most likely heard the word ‘righteousness’ or the phrase ‘to be righteous’ used in

the context of a sermon or Bible reading. While righteousness is a rich Bible word, it is not a
word that we commonly throw around in everyday language. For many of us, the word seems
confusing and foreign. For others, especially when the Bible compares the righteous versus the
wicked in association with God’s judgment, we may have a negative aversion to such aspects of
God's character.

At its core, this Bible word is all about right relationships. In other words, ‘to do right’ by
someone. In the Psalms, we learn that the Lord (Yahweh) is the only true, righteous one;
meaning He always does right by people. Christians today, like the Israelites in the Old
Testament, are called to do right by other people and God. The story of Abraham (Genesis 15:6)
is the foundational story concerning how we as sinful, rebellious humans can ‘do right’ by God.
It all revolves around faith! We live in right relationship with our Lord when we simply trust him
in faith to save us. This trust then manifests itself in faithful obedience to His ways and His plans
that helps to maintain and cultivate that right relationship.

* Think about some of the most important and meaningful relationships in your life. Name
some components that you think are foundational to those relationships? And how do you
and the other person maintain and cultivate that relationship?

* When you hear/read the word ‘righteous’ or ‘righteousness’, what are some things that
initially come to your mind?

* Why must trust—despite what the world says or despite our circumstances—be
foundational to the maintaining and cultivating of our relationship with the Lord?

3"Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we
spoken against you?" *You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our
keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? "And now
we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test
and they escape.”

Malachi 3:13-15



* In this the sixth & final disputation speech of the book of Malachi, what charge or
accusation does the Lord now bring against Israel?

+ Have we heard this type of complaint before or is this a new complaint by the people?

!

+ Depending on your translation, verse 3:13 says that the people were speaking ‘arrogantly
against the Lord. What does it mean ‘to speak arrogantly’ against someone?

+ Reflect on the historical and cultural setting of the book of Malachi. Why were the Jewish
people so frustrated with God when they compared themselves to their regional neighbors?

If we are keeping count, this is now the third time (1:2-5, 2:17-3:7, 3:13-4:3), that the Jewish
people have spoken to the Lord out of a place of frustration concerning their weakened
geopolitical status in the world. But this time, there is a break in the usual pattern of the book of
Malachi; we get a brief section of narrative. What we learn from this section of narrative is that
not everyone in Israel was speaking arrogantly against the Lord!

'®Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention
and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who
feared the LORD and esteemed his name. '"“They shall be mine, says the LORD of
hosts, in the day when | make up my treasured possession, and | will spare them as
a man spares his son who serves him. '*Then once more you shall see the distinction
between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who

does not serve him.
Malachi 3:16-18

* Who does Malachi set in contrast to those speaking out in verses 13-14?

+ What images come to mind when you hear someone talk about ‘fearing the Lord"?



* How do these verses describe ‘those who feared the Lord?

It was common custom for Persian kings to use a ‘scroll (or book) of remembrance’ to record
acts their faithful subjects had performed in service to the king. This was done so that those
subjects might be remembered and rewarded by the king in due time (ex. Esther 6:1-3).

* What kind of king is the Lord portrayed as in these verses?

* How does this promise of future reward contrast with what the people where calling for in
verses 13-14?

* In the Old Testament, righteousness, faith, and fear of the Lord are all interconnected
concepts. How does Malachi demonstrate this interconnection in these verses?

» Verses 17-18 contain numerous direct references to the nation of Israel’'s foundational
story—the Exodus narrative. Can you identify them?

« How do these references to the Exodus story add to the significance of the magnitude
of the Lord’s future coming?

"For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all
evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD
of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. ?But for you who fear my
name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out
leaping like calves from the stall. ’And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will
be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when | act, says the LORD of hosts.
Malachi 4:1-3



* The ‘day’ being referenced in these verses is more specifically talking about ‘the day of the
Lord'. In the Biblical imagination, what is ‘the day of the Lord" and what is its significance?

« List the different metaphors that Malachi uses to contrast how the Lord will distinguish
between the righteous and the wicked when ‘the day of the Lord’ comes.

+ Based on these metaphors, what does the Lord’'s coming ensure for those in right
relationship with him? What does it ensure for those who are not?

Malachi has already talked about the ‘day [of the Lord] in verses 2:17-3:5. Jesus himself
proclaimed verses 2:17-3:5 fulfilled in his own life/ministry and in the life/ministry of John
the Baptist.

* Based on this information, do you think verses 4:1-3 are referencing the first coming or
second coming of Christ? Why or why not?

The coming day of the Lord is a major theme of the prophets. Prophets like Malachi refer
to ‘this day’ often, but they do so in the backdrop of Israel's own history and story. Think back
over some of the stories of the Old Testament—Noah and the flood, Lot's rescue before the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Exodus narrative. Each of these stories in Israel’s
history represents an individual ‘day of the Lord’ that together collectively point forward to a
future and final, cosmic ‘day of the Lord'".

On these ‘days’, God himself intervenes (or will intervene) in human history to judge spiritual
evil as well as to provide salvation to the righteous remnant. The righteous remnant is made up
of those who trust in the goodness and plans of their king while remaining faithful to him during
his absence. Upon the king's return, he casts out the wicked and arrogant wreaking havoc in his
lands while simultaneously providing salvation, healing, and peace to those who have remained
in right relationship with him. For those whose hearts are prepared for their king's return, this is
good news!

* This Advent season, what can we—the present-day faithful remnant—Ilearn from the
faithful remnant of Malachi’'s day? How are we to live in right relationship with our king as
we await his return on the future ‘day of the Lord?



* Name 2-3 practical steps that you can take this Advent season towards cultivating a deeper
relationship with Jesus.

+ As we close out the hard and trying year of 2020, reflect on how we may have let our
circumstances or the state of world affect our relationship with Jesus. Has this year pushed
us to draw closer to Jesus in trust or have we felt the urge ‘to speak out arrogantly’ against
him from a place of frustration or disillusionment?

Pray that we as individual believers and as a church would remain faithful to Jesus this
Advent season. Ask the Lord to prepare our hearts and our minds for the task of faithful service
as we wait in hopeful anticipation for our King's return.



