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RIGHT RELATIONSHIP

RECAP

* Series resources and media: nola.vcmvmt.com/prepare

* Right Love, Right Worship, Right Marriage, Right Justice, Right Giving

13"Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘'How have we
spoken against you?" *You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our
keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? >And now
we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test
and they escape.”
'®Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention
and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who
feared the LORD and esteemed his name. '“They shall be mine, says the LORD of
hosts, in the day when | make up my treasured possession, and | will spare them as
a man spares his son who serves him. '*Then once more you shall see the distinction
between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who
does not serve him.
"“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all
evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD
of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. ?But for you who fear my
name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out
leaping like calves from the stall. ’And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will
be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when | act, says the LORD of hosts.
Malachi 3:13-4:3

We prepare for the Lord when we walk in right relationship with Him.

WE WALK IN RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
WHEN WE

RESIST PRIDE AND ARROGANCE BEFORE GOD (v. 13-15)

"“You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or

of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? >And now we call the arrogant

blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.”
Malachi 3:14-15



« Stay Humble

* Remember the Why

FEAR GOD AND WALK IN RIGHTEOUSNESS (v. 16-18)

"7"They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when | make up my
treasured possession, and | will spare them as a man spares his son who serves
him. "®Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the
wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.

Malachi 3:17-18

+ Distinction of wicked and righteous

'Blessed is the man

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,

nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
’but his delight is in the law of the LORD,

and on his law he meditates day and night.

’He is like a tree
planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.
“The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

*Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
¢for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.
Psalm 1

ANTICIPATE WHAT'S TO COME (v. 4:1-3)
+ Wicked: Eternal separation from God
* Righteous: Eternal life with God
3“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. "*For the gate is narrow and the

way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.
Matthew 7:13-14



+ God’'s way through Jesus is BETTER than our way!

Will you prepare for the Lord by walking in right relationship with him?



