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WHAT IS THE CHURCH'S 
ANSWER TO RACISM?
OUR JOURNEY

•	Why does racism exist? (Ephesians 2:1–3; 6:10–18)

•	Why does God hate racism? (Amos 5)

•	Why should the church fight racism? (Ephesians 2:11–22)

•	What’s the church’s answer to racism? (1 Corinthians 13)

WHAT IS RACISM?

•	“Prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism directed against a person or people on the basis 
of their membership in a particular racial or ethnic group, typically one that is a minority or 
marginalized.”

1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or 
a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and 
all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, 
I gain nothing.
4Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. 7Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.
8Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as 
for knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when 
the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 
12For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall 
know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

1 Corinthians 13

https://www.esv.org/Ephesians+2:1%E2%80%933;Ephesians+6:10%E2%80%9318/
https://www.esv.org/Amos+5/
https://www.esv.org/Ephesians+2/
https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+13/


FIGHT RACISM WITH

THE NECESSARY LIVED-OUT LOVE OF GOD (v. 1–3)

•	Anything, even good, without love equals nothing. 

WHAT IS THE LOVE PAUL IS REFERRING TO?

•	Love that is self-originating in God

7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, 
because God is love.

1 John 4:7–8

•	Love that is action, not just feelings

Love is not an idea for Paul, not even a ‘motivating factor’ for behavior. It is behavior. 
To love is to act; anything short of action is not love at all.

Gordon Fee, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, 628

•	To love means to act lovingly, actively seeking the benefit of someone else. 

WHY IS LOVE NECESSARY TO FIGHT RACISM?

•	Racism is ultimately sin, and you cannot fight sin with hate. 

Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, adding deeper darkness to a night already 
devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot 
drive out hate; only love can do that.

Martin Luther King, Jr., “Loving Your Enemies,” November 17, 1957

THE SELFLESS LIVED-OUT LOVE OF GOD (v. 4–7)

OUR LOVE IS TO BE SELFLESS BECAUSE GOD’S LOVE IS SELFLESS

To ‘have love,’ therefore, means to be toward others the way God in Christ has been 
toward us. 

Gordon Fee, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, 631

9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into 
the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God 
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

1 John 4:9–11



HOW DOES PAUL DESCRIBE THIS SELFLESS LOVE?

•	What love is

•	Patient—passive long-suffering

•	Kind—active goodness 

•	What love is not

•	Envious—rivalry amongst one another

•	Boastful—self-centered; desire to call attention to self

•	Arrogant—prideful

•	Rude—to behave shamefully

•	Selfish—seeking the good of yourself alone

•	Irritable—easily provoked to anger

•	Resentful—keeps a record of wrongs

•	Joyful at wrongdoing—takes delight in evil

•	What love does

•	Bears all things

•	Believes all things

•	Hopes all things

•	Endures all things

When both whites and nonwhites take seriously the idea of putting others’ interests above 
their own, then we will see a genuine Christian remedy for racial problems.

George Yancey, Beyond Racial Gridlock, 138

THE ETERNAL LIVED-OUT LOVE OF GOD (v. 8–13)

•	What will last?

LOVE NEVER ENDS

We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.
Martin Luther King, Jr.



•	If love is the only thing that will last then racism will end. 

•	If love is eternal then shouldn’t we want to devote our lives to it?

•	Do you want to defeat racism? Love people. 

Do not waste time bothering whether you ‘love’ your neighbor; act as if you did. As soon 
as we do this we find one of the great secrets. When you are behaving as if you loved 
someone, you will presently come to love him.

C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, 131

The church’s answer to racism is the necessary, selfless, eternal lived-out love of God.

What is your response to racism?


