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HEBREWS 11

SERIES MEDIA & RESOURCES

- nola.vemvmt.com/cantstopwontstop

Last week: Because of Jesus, don't turn away but be encouraged to persevere until you
receive your reward.

Main ldea: Because we serve a big God, we can and should have big faith!

WHAT IS BIG FAITH?
CONFIDENCE AND HOPE IN GOD’S PROMISES
'"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen,
2For by it the people of old recelived their commendaation.
Hebrews 11:1-2
CONFIDENCE THAT GOD IS THE CREATOR
By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of Goad. so that

What is seen was not made out of things that are visible.
Hebrews 11.3

HOW DO WE LIVE WITH BIG FAITH?
LIVE SACRIFICIALLY
By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which
he was commended as righteous, God commending hirm by accepting his gifts.
And through his faith, though he died. he still speaks.
Hebrews 11:4
-Old Testament Parallel: Genesis 4
WALK WITH GOD
>By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was

not founa, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was
commended as having pleased CGod. °And without faith it is impossible to please
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him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he

rewarads those who seek him.
Hebrews 11:5-6

-Old Testament Parallel: Genesis 5:21-24

FEAR AND OBEY GOD

“By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent
fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the
world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to
recelve as an inheritance And he went out not knowing where he was going. °By
faith he went to live in the land of promise as in a foreign land. living in tents with
/saac and Jacob, heirs with hirm of the same promise. '°For he was /ooking forward
to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. "By faith Sarah
herself recelved power to conceive even when she was past the age, since she
considered him faithful who had promised. 2 Therefore frorm one man, and him
as good as dead. were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as
many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.

Hebrews 11:7-12

-Old Testament Parallels

-Genesis 6-10

-Genesis 12-21

BE FAITHFUL TO THE END TOWARDS HEAVEN

SThese all died in faith, not having received the things promised. but having seen
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were
strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus make it clear that
they are seeking a homeland. °If they had been thinking of that land from which
they had gone out they would have had opportunity to return. '°But as it Is, they
desire g better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be
called their Goad. for he has prepared for them a city.

Hebrews 11:13-16

Anticipating Heaven doesn't eliminate pain, but it lessens it and puts it in

perspective. Meditating on Heaven /s a great pain reliever. It reminds us that

sulfering and death-they are but a gatewqy to our eternal life of unending joy.
Randy Alcorn, Heaven

TRUST GOD

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up /saac, and he who had
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, “of whom it was
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saia ‘Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.”’ He considered that God was
able even to raise him from the dead. from which, figuratively speaking, he did
receive hirm back.

Hebrews 11:17-19

-Old Testament Parallel: Genesis 22
PASS ON YOUR FAITH
OBy faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. <'By faith Jacob, when
aying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his
stalt 2By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the
/sraelites and gave directions concerning his bones.

Hebrews 11:20-22

-Old Testament Parallels: Genesis 27, 48, 50

DON'T COMPROMISE YOUR IDENTITY

3By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents,
because they saw that the child was beautiful and they were not afraid of the
king's edict By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh's daughter, ~>choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of Cod
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 2°He considered the reproach of Christ
greqter wealth than the treasures of EQypt for he was looking to the reward. <7By
faith he left Eqypt not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as
seeing hirm who is invisible. 2By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood,
SO that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.

Hebrews 11.23-28

-Old Testament Parallel: Exodus 2
CONFIDENTLY TAKE EVERY STEP
9By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Eqyptians, when
they attempted to do the same were drowned. *°By faith the walls of Jericho fell
down after they had been encircled for seven days. 2By faith Rahab the prostitute
aid not perish with those who were disobedient because she had given a friendly
welcome to the spies.
Hebrews 11:29-31
-Old Testament Parallels:
-Exodus 13
-Joshua 6

-Joshua 2
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DON'T QUIT WHEN IT'S HARD

ZAnd what more shall 1 say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Sarmson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—->who through faith conqguered
kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
Jtquenched the power of fire escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out
of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign anmies to fight. >>Women received
back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept releqse, so
that they might rise again to a better /ife. >°Others suftered mocking and 10gging,
and even chains and imprisonment. >’ They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they
were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute
afflicted mistreated—°of whorm the world was not worthy—wandering about in
deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

Hebrews 11:32-38

WHAT’'S THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THEIR BIG
FAITH AND OUR BIG FAITH?

THE PROMISE OF JESUS HAS COME AND WILL COME AGAIN TO UNITE US!
9ANnd all these though commended through their faith, did not receive what was

promised. “°since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us
they should not be made perfect.

Hebrews 11:39-40

BECAUSE WE SERVE A BIG GOD, WE CAN AND
SHOULD HAVE BIG FAITH!

- Do you know Jesus?

- What's one area in your life where you need big faith?



